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Notes from the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Monday 5th September 2016 

Present: Cllr J Bolam (Chairman), Cllrs V 
Cushing, N Jenkinson and Cllr Yerby. 
NNDC Cllr A Green.  5 members of the 
public, Di Dann Parish Clerk. 

Apologies were received and accepted from 

Cllr Pointer (away) and Cllr Ross (family). 

Declaration of Interest.  The Chairman  

declared an interest in Item 8.2.  He requested 

permission to speak on the item which was  

given by the Parish Council.  

Highway and Footpath matters 

Clarks Lane.  The Chairman advised that Paul 
Bush, Contracts Manager from William  
Moorfoot Ltd. had met him on site to discuss 
the possibilities for improved drainage in the 
Lane.  He would gather together a plan based 
on an improved drainage network in the 
adjacent field.  It was then AGREED that a 
meeting should be held with the landowners to 
see what work could be done. 

Parish Partnership Grant – Thursford Green 
sign on Walsingham Road .  The Clerk was 
asked to obtain a price for the supply and 
installation of a sign similar to that recently 
erected in North Lane. 

It was noted that the sign on the Melton Road 
end of Brick Kiln Road had been erected 
advising that the road was unsuitable for 
heavy vehicles. 

Mr Markwell had kindly cut the perimeter 
footpath between Clarks Lane and the Church.  

It was hoped he might be able to do this once 
more.  Cllr Yerby would ask him. 

Track from Church Lane to the Church  
(Modification of the Definitive Footpath Map).  

The Parish Clerk advised that following the 
May  

meeting evidence forms had been delivered to  

County Hall. Subsequent to that, further  

evidence forms were then obtained for MPV  

(motor vehicle) use of the track. Further  

evidence was awaited, for forwarding to NCC.   

Further information was also awaited from the  

Diocesan.  The Chairman advised that there  

may well be a need to call a special  

Parish Council Meeting in October to progress  

the matter, rather than wait for the November  

meeting. A member of the public,  

was concerned that the letter received by the  

Parish Council from NCC and dated 1st August  

2016, which had prompted the need to explore  

further MPV usage of the track had not been  

read and, further, was the public aware of the 

 actions of the Parish Council.  The Clerk  

advised that members of the Parish Council  

had been sent a copy of the letter and no 
further  

actions had been taken other than that agreed  

at the May meeting.  The matter would  



inevitably take time. A modification order can  

take years before it is decided. 

Correspondence  

NNDC Boundary Commission response.  The 
recent consultation concerning North Norfolk 
District Council and the number of elected 
members was noted.  There was an intention 
to cut the members from 48 to 40.and change 
the ward boundaries. The objective of the 
Commission was to create wards where 
population numbers were equal.  The potential 
changes to the Wensum Ward were explained 
by NNDC Cllr Green.  The matter was noted  

Letters from CPRE re new housing targets.  
The CPRE was looking for support to oppose 
the planned redevelopment in the countryside.  
This was noted. Norfolk and Suffolk 
Devolution.  A letter had been received 
encouraging people to respond direct to 
government concerning the matter of 
devolution. The CPRE considered this to be 
creating a new tier of government. 

Planning matters 

Planning Application Ref PF/16/1058 Removal 
of condition 4,5 and 6 re The Barn, Clarks 
Lane. There were no objections subject to no 
footprint increase of the property.  Planning 
Application Ref PF/16/0971 Change of use of 
one and a half-storey unit of services holiday 
accommodation to one and a half-storey 
annex ancillary, Holly Lodge, 1 The Street. Cllr 
Bolam explained the purpose of the 
application.  He then left the room. Cllr Yerby 
requested views on the application.  There 
were no objections. 

Financial Statement 

The payments were approved and it was noted 
that there was advised a total bank balance of 
£8683.96    on 15th August 2016. Renewal of 

the NorfolkALC membership would not be 
considered pending a reply concerning legal 
advice (a service advertised by ALC). 

The conclusion of the 2015/16 External Audit 
had been advertised.   

Matters relating to the Transparency Grant.  
The Clerk would need to spend a while with 
the Website Manager Mr. Rheinberg to update 
the site to meet with the requirements of the 
Transparency Code. Mr. Rheinberg would then 
forward an account to the Council. 

Update on St Andrews 

The Church had had some works identified 
following the quinquennial inspection.  Some 
tiles had slipped and gutters needed to be 
cleared.  This work had been undertaken by 
Hendry’s.  He would be looking into the repair 
of the glass of the window on the east side.   

Events planned in the church included a 
Harvest Supper on Thursday 15th September, 
a Choral Evening on 16th October; a Carol, 
Concert; a Christmas Day Service at 11.00 
a.m  

Items for inclusion on the next Council 
agenda 

The use of a banner on the green to advertise 
Church services would be considered. The 
planting of an oak memorial tree in the village 
would also be considered at the next meeting 

Dates of the next meetings - Monday 14th 

November 2015 (Budget Meeting),  dates for  

2017:  Mon 30th Jan; 27th Mar; 15th May;  

4th Sept; 13th Nov  
 

 

 

VILLAGE AUTUMN LITTER PICK 

Sunday 16th October 

 Start from Holly Lodge at 10.00 a.m. (bacon rolls and coffee provided) 

Litter pickers and bags provided 

For further information, please ring the Clerk on 01328 878196 



Barney, Fulmodeston and Thursford Food Production Club 
 
The May BF&TFPC Plant Sale made £500 and the Committee would like to thank all those 
who donated plants, bought plants, gave donations and enjoyed the cake and coffee on the 
Saturday morning.  This made it our most successful plant sale to date.  Thank you. The 
Food Production Club also arranged a very successful 75th Annual Show in July.  
Congratulations to the winners from Thursford - Stella and Dave Andrew, Steph and Nigel 
Jenkinson, John and Deidre Jenkinson.  To commemorate the 75 years of the Club (it could 
be the oldest such Club in the Eastern Region), a special “Dig for Victory” Book had been 
researched and published. Set up at the start of World War II, when there was great 
encouragement nationally to produce food on every spare piece of land, “Dig for Victory” 
was the chant! Not only was there encouragement to plant fruit and vegetables but also to 
have pigs and chickens. 

One of two interesting facts from” Dig for Victory”.  8th January 1940 Food rationing started – 
bacon, butter and sugar. Rationing ended on 4th July 1954.The Dig for Victory Campaign 
was the answer to the possibility of Great Britain being starved into submission in WWII by a 
potential U boat blockade.  Make Do and Mend was a pamphlet issued by the British 
Ministry of Information in the midst of the War.  It was intended to provide households with 
some useful tips on how to be frugal in time of shortage.  So darning, altering and protecting 
against the “moth menace” became every day activities. Re-using was not only the craze but 
essential.  As well, of course, nothing was thrown away in case it could find another use.  

Eds Note - I have looked around to find other Gardening Clubs of long standing.  North 
Elmham started a Horticultural Society in 1905.  It is still going strong!  Its first Society Event 
was on March 28th 1905 when 100 schedules were prepared (would they have been hand 
written?).  After the event it was decided not to give a First Prize to any man for two years in 
succession! (clearly a man’s world in those days!).   

NCC hosts another year of Household Hazardous Waste Amnesty events throughout 
September. The Household Hazardous Waste Amnesties will be taking place between 9am 
and 5pm on Saturday 17th – Sunday 18th September 2016 Hempton Recycling 
Centre, Helhoughton Road, Fakenham NR21 7DY  

 
Open Gardens Event held in July 
This was a successful and enjoyable event, held on one of the few sunny days in the early 
Summer.  How lucky we were!  Many thanks to all the helpers (residents and their visitors 
and friends), and also to Fakenham Car Club and Edgefield Nurseries.  Special thanks to 
Charlie Cushing, the event was successful because of the involvement and support from the 
Thursford Collection.  We raised £200, and with the benefit of gift aid from car park entrance 
fees and other donations we should raise another £200 making a grand total of £2400. As 
agreed, the final profit will be split 2/3rds St Andrews and 1/3rd to the Methodist Chapel 
towards the upkeep of the buildings. £700 had subsequently been sent to the Methodist 
Chapel.  The remaining money had been used to pay for the accounts relating to the 
installation of electricity in the Church and the provision of heating and lighting. 
 
The Purcell School of Music Event in July 
It’s a long time since the church has been so full - 90 /100 people - and everyone seems to 
agree that it was one of the best concerts - fabulous young musicians (16 and 17 years of 
age) who should have great professional careers in front of them.  The Russian pianist is 
performing at the Wigmore Hall in September and the BBC young musician of the year - 



the person who played the piano for the Queen at the thanksgiving service a St Pauls the 
other day - was at the Purcell School....Anne Denholm, the Royal Harpist was guest of 
honour. Steve and Sylvia Yerby have written to their Director, Alison Cox, to thank her and to 
pass on their best wishes. Great news too as they have asked if they can come again next 
year! They felt very much at home with the welcome they had from the village.  
 
“It was very interesting to have the opportunity to talk to these delightful young people and 
hear their hopes for their future careers and we very much look forward to a return visit next 
year” Valerie and Michael Ross, Stibbard.  The arrangement was that the retiring collection 
of £471 would be split between the school and the church so, after this, and including the 
profit from wine sales £292 goes into church funds. 
 

St Andrew’s Harvest Supper 
The 2016 St Andrews Harvest Supper is a bring and share event.  Arrive at the 
Church at 7.00 – 7.30 p.m. for a do-it-yourself supper, with musical entertainment. 
Just bring your food, plate and cutlery, wine, beer or drink of your choice, plus a little 
extra to share.  Harvest Festival Service starts at 6.00 p.m. 
 
The Scandal of Second Homes Council 
Tax…read on. 
 The village has, at long last, received 
some money from Second Homes Council 
Tax.  This is administered by NNDC 
through the BIG Society Fund. £13,000 
has been awarded to help with the costs 
arising from the installation of a servery 
facility in the Church.  This will include the 
cost of providing a water heater, fridge, 
dishwasher, sink and wash hand basin.  
These will be installed within a special 
hand crafted wooden unit which has been 
designed to pick up on the features in the 
church – specifically the shape on the end 
of the pews.  Two other grant application 
outcomes are awaited – one being from 
Carrilion.  Carrilion have been responsible 
for installing the cable line which runs from 
Weybourne to Necton.  There is about 
£36,000 to allocate to all the parishes 
along the line who have suffered (in fact 
are still suffering from the works).  So, it’s 
not that much to hand out in grants, but 

every penny helps. Interesting to note that 
investigation into the Second Homes 
Council Tax money has revealed that it is 
collected by North Norfolk District Council 
and forwarded to Norfolk County Council.  
It is then not reallocated (as government 
requested) to communities adversely 
affected by second homes.  It is actually 
being consumed by NCC (for the Northern 
Distributor Road) with North Norfolk 
District Council taking a big lump for their 
own use.   They are massing their 
financial reserves and are one of the 
wealthiest District Councils in the country!  
Norman Lamb MP for North Norfolk is 
helping parishes in their endeavours to 
secure the money for communities rather 
than being consumed in the budgets of 
higher authorities.  Our MP Keith Simpson 
was unable to join in on a recent meeting 
the parishes held with Norman, but a 
written reply from Keith indicates that he is 
also pursuing the matter on our behalf. 

 
Dates for the Diary: 
Thursday 15th September 6.00 p.m. Harvest Festival and Supper accompanied by Richard Newton on the piano 
Saturday 1st October Macmillan Coffee Morning and lunch at Wisteria Cottage, Heath Lane. Coffee 10.30 – 12.00 
followed by lunch. 
Sunday 16th October Village Autumn Litter Pick 10.00 a.m. from Holly Lodge 
Sunday 16th October at 5.00 p.m. Group Choral Evensong with the Recheldis Singers 
Sunday 23rd October at 5.00 p.m. Methodist Chapel Harvest Festival followed by delicious tea and cake at 6.00 
p.m. 
Church Services are held on the second Sunday of every month at 11.00 a.m. 
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